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to include all the species of the genus occuring in the zoogeographical 
area and would necessarily be of considerable complexity owing to the 
close relationships of the component species of this genus. When we 
know, however, that the natural habitat of say one-third of the species 
within the genus Epuraea is fungus, and also that the specimen we have 
for determination had been found in that pabulum, our task would 
be at once reduced by two-thirds through knowledge of the single fact 
pertaining to habitat alone. 

We must remember though, that it is not until the fathering of 
ecological detail reaches the stage where we possess the required infor- 
mation attaching to a very large proportion of the representative 
species within each genus that the portion is reached when a really big 
step forward can be made through bringing into use the expanding 
knowledge of the bionomics of the beetles. There are firm grounds 
for the belief, however, that the old methods of species determination 
have commenced to change and that in due course they will embrace 
as much bionomic data provided by the ecologist in the field, as taxo- 
nomic, provided by the systematist alone. ) 

In a previous paper the writer referred to the Eco-taxonomic 
approach to the study of beetles which is the method which has been a 
little more extensively discussed in the foregoing notes, and it is sug- 
gested that the term Eco-taxonomy is the appropriate one for the sub- 
ject of classification and determination through the utilization of both 
taxonomic and ecological data. 

The trend is thus developing to wed the ecological approach to the 
taxonomic, which should appeal to all ecologists by virtue of the in- 
herent nature of the principles of ecology. Such a synthesis of sys- 
tematic coleopterology and ecology can only result in a more valuable 
contribution to Natural Science as a whole. 


NEWS 


Professor Melville H. Hatch of the University of Washington has 
been spending most of his research time on his “Handbook of the 
Coleoptera of the Pacific Northwest.” He has completed the prelim- 
inary manuscript of Part 1, suborder Adephaga—over 600 species—and 
: hopes to have it checked and ready for publication by winter. 

—From Dept. Zool. Newsletter. 

Dr. Elwood C. Zimmerman of Hawaii spent a few days in early 
June at the U. S. National Museum. Dr. Zimmerman is enroute to the 
British Museum for the purpose of studying beetles oT. He plans 
to spend a year and a half in England. 


